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Standard features include: 
* Automatic centering 
* Bias-lighted prism 
* Extended red Plumbicon* 
* Return viewfinder feed 
* Adjustable viewfinder hood 


Superlative performance under 
extremes of lighting conditions 


Exceptional long-term stability 
Accepts a variety of zoom lenses 
Easy to handle 

Improved reliability 


*T.M.N. V. Philips 


Never before has any camera offered 
so much in so compact a package, at 
such a low price. 

In all respects other than size, the 
BC-230B is a “big” camera. It offers a 
full range of professional features 
which leave the operator free to con- 
centrate on technique without having 
to make constant adjustments of cam- 
era controls, and it performs with flying 
colors in any light from low studio light- 
ing to the blaze of high noon. 

No other camera in its price range 
can match its versatility or performance. 


Automatic centering 

Until now, automatic centering has 
been available only in heavier, im- 
ported cameras in the industry’s high- 
est price range. With the BC-230B, 
Ampex puts it into your hands in an 
easily maneuverable camera at a tre- 
mendous saving. 

After normal setup procedures, the 
auto centering system uses the green 
raster as a reference to center blue and 
red both vertically and horizontally. The 
unit will detect and automatically cor- 
rect any drift errors within +0.8% (per 
picture height), far exceeding the range 
of normal drift error. 


With the auto centering electronics 
as standard equipment, the BC-230B 
sets the highest standards for long- 
term stability of any camera in the 
world. No camera, of any size or price, 
exceeds it. 


Red is red 

An extended red Plumbicon tube, 
usually included as optional equipment 
on competitive cameras, is standard 
with the BC-230B. This tube is your as- 
surance of true reds regardless of light- 
ing conditions, indoors or out. It is sen- 
sitive to low studio light, and maintains 
color accuracy in bright sunlight. 


Reduced Plumbicon lag 

A bias-lighted prism, also standard 
equipment on the BC-230B, means 
fewer problems with image lag when 
panning or photographing moving ob- 
jects even in the dimmest studio light. 
Since lag is a problem typically asso- 
ciated with aging tubes, the bias light 
also prolongs effective tube life in the 
BC-230B. 


Lens choices 

The BC-230B offers a variety of options 
for zoom lenses. The Angénieux 10/1 
is standard, while the Canon 10/1 and 
the Angénieux 15/1 are optional. 


C) AUTO CENTERING 


OFF 


Photo does not include Encoder and Image Enhancer 


A pleasure to use 

It takes a multitude of features to make 
a camera a pleasure to operate under 
widely varied broadcast conditions, 
and the BC-230B has them all. 


A return viewfinder feed eliminates any 
need for guesswork on the part of the 
operator as to just what is happening 
back at the control unit. A touch of a 
button, and the operator receives the 
same picture on his viewfinder as the 
director sees on the control monitor. 


A new and improved viewfinder hood 
may be tilted to any angle to reduce 
overhead glare without getting in the 
operator’s way. The edge is sculptured 
and padded for the operator’s comfort. 


The viewfinder is an improved design, 
featuring better geometry, a solid state 
rectifier, and a lower temperature rise 
than comparable units. 


A new intercom system is more power- 
ful and provides greater flexibility than 
systems previously available on com- 
parable cameras. 


The tally light on top can be seen in 
full view from any angle, and it is bright 
enough to catch attention even in sun- 
light. 


A script clip may seem like a small mat- 
ter, but it is one of those details that 
makes a big difference when needed. 


Dimensions of the camera are 23” x 17” 
x 9¥%2", making the camera the smallest 
of its class. 


Weight is a mere 67 pounds, without 
lens and viewfinder. 


Convenient dual carrying handles, one 
at either end of the head, make setup, 
takedown and transport easier than 
ever. 


The finish of camera surfaces exposed 
to the operator during use are profes- 
sional black. No glare. The sides are 
blue and silver. Elegant. 


The camera cable measures half an 
inch in diameter, and weighs only 13% 
pounds per 100 feet including connec- 
tors. It’s easy to move around. By con- 
trast, a standard cable of the same 
length weighs 100 pounds. 


Canon 


Power 
95-130V rms or 190-260V rms; 
47-63Hz @ ~ 500 VA 


Scans 
BIA, i by eGo eas + apne sudaess 525/60 fields/s 
GEIR os wcsayccnes. Qe orem econ 625/50 fields/s 


Color Standards 
NTSC, PAL, or PAL-M 


Inputs 
EIA/CCIR composite sync and subcarrier, 
and 7.8kHz square wave or PAL P-pulse. 


Outputs 
Composite video 1V pk-pk 752 NTSC or PAL 


Registration Accuracy 

Zone 1 (circle equal to 0.8 picture 

height) 0.1% 

Zone 2 (circle equal to picture width) 0.2% 
Zone 3 (elsewhere) 0.4% 


Geometry 

Zone 1 less than 0.5% 
Zone 2 less than 1.0% 
Zone 3 less than 2.0% 


Sensitivity /Signal-to-Noise 

A 45-dB signal-to-noise ratio in encoded 
luminance channel (measured with 0.5 
gamma at 50% peak white, no aperture 
correction and a 5-MHz bandwidth) will 
be achieved under the following conditions: 


Iris £4 (equivalent depth of field of an I.O. at 
f10) 140-footcandles, 3200°K, illumination 
incident on a 60% reflective white 


or 


full aperture f1.7 at 25-footcandles incident, 
using Plumbicon tubes of average sensitivity 
and an XQ 1073 in red channel. 


Environmental 

Temperature range 

Camera sé cswseavanies — 15°C to +45°C 
CO) fei cincitegedes agdenitas 0°C to +45°C 
Stability 


Camera Head: All controls stable over 

— 20°C to +45°C (auto centering on) after 
10 minute warmup period and over any 
1000-hour interval. 

CCU: All controls stable over 0°C to + 45°C 
after 10-minute warmup period and over any 
1000-hour interval. 


Ampex Corporation, Audio-Video Systems Division 


401 Broadway 
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Redwood City, California 94063 


U.S. Sales Offices in: CALIFORNIA, Los Angeles (213) 240-5000, San Francisco (415) 367-4431 


+ GEORGIA, Atlanta (404) 633-4131 + ILLINOIS, Chicago (312) 593-6000 » MARYLAND,  Nivelles « BRAZIL, Rio de Janeiro + 
Bethesda (301) 530-8800 « MASSACHUSETTS, Boston (617) 890-2040 + NEW JERSEY, Reading + FRANCE, Boulogne 
Hackensack (201) 489-7400 (in New York City 736-6116) » OHIO, Dayton (513) 254-6101 + + ITALY, Rome, Milan » JAPAN, Tokyo 
PENNSYLVANIA, Philadelphia (215) 887-7650 + TEXAS, Dallas (214) 637-5100 + Sales and City + SOUTH AFRICA, Johannesburg 


Service Companies throughout the world 


Headquarters: Ampex International Operations, Inc., 


International Sales Offices in: ARGENTINA, Buenos Aires 
CANADA, Rexdale, Ontario +» COLOMBIA, Bogota 
GERMANY, Frankfurt/Main > HOLLAND, Utrecht » HONG KONG, B,C.C 


Mechanical 
1. Camera 
a. Camera head: L-23 in. (58.4 cm), W-9.5 
in. (24 cm), H-17 in. (43.2 cm), weight 
67 Ib (30.4 kg) 
b. Viewfinder: L-9 in. (23 cm), W-8 in. 
(20.3 cm), H-8 in. (20.3 cm), weight 
11 Ib (5 kg) 
c. Lens: Angénieux 10:1 f1.7 zoom lens, 
weight 34 Ib (15.4 kg) 
Canon 10:1 f2.0 zoom lens, weight 
13 Ib (5.9 kg) 


2. CCU 


a. CCU Electronics and PSU 19-inch 
(48 cm) rack-mount, 8% in. (22 cm) 
high, weight 45 Ib (20.4 kg) 


b, Encoder: 19-inch (48 cm) rack-mount, 
1% in. (4.5 cm) high, weight 14 Ib 
(6.6 kg) 

c. Enhancer: 19-inch (48 cm) rack-mount, 
1% in. (4.5 cm) high, weight 10 Ib 
(4.6 kg) 

d. Picture and Waveform Monitor: 19-inch 
(48 cm) rack-mount, 8% in. (22 cm) 
high, weight 55 Ib (25 kg) 

e. Auto Centering Chassis: 19-inch (48 cm) 
rack-mount, 1% in. (4.5 cm) high, 
weight 7 Ib (3.2 kg) 


*Subject to change without notice. 


+» AUSTRALIA, Artarmon, NSW » BELGIUM, 
ENGLAND, 


+» LEBANON, Beirut » LIBERIA, Monrovia >» MEXICO, Mexico 


+ SWEDEN, Sundbyberg - SWITZERLAND, Fribourg + (U.S 
P.O. Box 4000, Redwood City, California 94063) 
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